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The Bill of Rights: A Transcription

Note: The following text is a transcription of the first ten amendments to the Constitution in their original form.
These amendments were ratified December 15, 1791, and form what is known as the “Bill of Rights.”

Amendment I

Amendment VI

Congtess shall make no law respecting an establishment of
religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging
the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the peo-
ple peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for
a redress of grievances.

Amendment IT

A well regulated Militia, being necessary to the security of a
free State, the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall
not be infringed.

Amendment ITI

No Soldier shall, in time of peace be quartered in any house,
without the consent of the Owner, nor in time of war, but in
a manner to be prescribed by law.

Amendment IV

The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses,
papers, and effects, against unreasonable searches and seizures,
shall not be violated, and no Warrants shall issue, but upon
probable cause, supported by Oath or affirmation, and partic-
ularly describing the place to be searched, and the persons or
things to be seized.

Amendment V

No person shall be held to answer for a capital, or otherwise
infamous crime, unless on a presentment or indictment of a
Grand Jury, except in cases arising in the land or naval forces,
or in the Militia, when in actual service in time of War or
public danger; nor shall any person be subject for the same
offence to be twice put in jeopardy of life or limb; nor shall be
compelled in any criminal case to be a witness against himself,
nor be deprived of life, liberty, or property, without due
process of law; nor shall private property be taken for public
use, without just compensation.

In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right
to a speedy and public trial, by an impartial jury of the State
and district wherein the crime shall have been committed,
which district shall have been previously ascertained by law,
and to be informed of the nature and cause of the accusation;
to be confronted with the witnesses against him; to have com-
pulsory process for obtaining witnesses in his favor, and to
have the Assistance of Counsel for his defence.

Amendment VII

In suits at common law, where the value in controversy shall
exceed twenty dollars, the right of trial by jury shall be pre-
served, and no fact tried by a jury, shall be otherwise reexam-
ined in any Court of the United States, than according to the
rules of the common law.

Amendment VIII

Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines
imposed, nor cruel and unusual punishments inflicted.

Amendment IX

The enumeration in the Constitution, of certain rights, shall
not be construed to deny or disparage others retained by the
people.

Amendment X

The powers not delegated to the United States by the
Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, are reserved
to the States respectively, or to the people.

Note: The capitalization and punctuation in this version is from the enrolled original of the Joint Resolution of Congress proposing

the Bill of Rights, which is on permanent display in the Rotunda of the National Archives Building, Washington, D.C.

U.S. National Archives & Records Administration
700 Pennsylvania Avenue NW, Washington, DC 20408 &#8226; 1-86-NARA-NARA &#8226; 1-866-272-6272
hetp://www.archives.gov/national_archives_experience/bill_of_rights_transcript.html
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The Declaration of Independence: A Transcription

IN CONGRESS, July 4, 1776.

The unanimous Declaration of the thirteen united States of America,

When in the Course of human events, it becomes necessary for one people to dissolve the political bands which have connected
them with another, and to assume among the powers of the earth, the separate and equal station to which the Laws of Nature
and of Nature’s God entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires that they should declare the causes which
impel them to the separation.

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain
unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.—That to secure these rights, Governments
are instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed, —That whenever any Form of
Government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new
Government, laying its foundation on such principles and organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem most likely
to effect their Safety and Happiness. Prudence, indeed, will dictate that Governments long established should not be changed for
light and transient causes; and accordingly all experience hath shewn, that mankind are more disposed to suffer, while evils are
sufferable, than to right themselves by abolishing the forms to which they are accustomed. But when a long train of abuses and
usurpations, pursuing invariably the same Object evinces a design to reduce them under absolute Despotism, it is their right, it is
their duty, to throw off such Government, and to provide new Guards for their future security.—Such has been the patient suf-
ferance of these Colonies; and such is now the necessity which constrains them to alter their former Systems of Government. The
history of the present King of Great Britain is a history of repeated injuries and usurpations, all having in direct object the estab-
lishment of an absolute Tyranny over these States. To prove this, let Facts be submitted to a candid world.

He has refused his Assent to Laws, the most wholesome and necessary for the public good.

He has forbidden his Governors to pass Laws of immediate and pressing importance, unless suspended in their operation dill his
Assent should be obtained; and when so suspended, he has utterly neglected to attend to them.

He has refused to pass other Laws for the accommodation of large districts of people, unless those people would relinquish the
right of Representation in the Legislature, a right inestimable to them and formidable to tyrants only.

He has called together legislative bodies at places unusual, uncomfortable, and distant from the depository of their public
Records, for the sole purpose of fatiguing them into compliance with his measures.

He has dissolved Representative Houses repeatedly, for opposing with manly firmness his invasions on the rights of the people.
He has refused for a long time, after such dissolutions, to cause others to be elected; whereby the Legislative powers, incapable of
Annihilation, have returned to the People at large for their exercise; the State remaining in the mean time exposed to all the dangers

of invasion from without, and convulsions within.

He has endeavoured to prevent the population of these States; for that purpose obstructing the Laws for Naturalization of
Foreigners; refusing to pass others to encourage their migrations hither, and raising the conditions of new Appropriations of Lands.

He has obstructed the Administration of Justice, by refusing his Assent to Laws for establishing Judiciary powers.
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The Declaration of Independence: A Transcription

He has made Judges dependent on his Will alone, for the tenure of their offices, and the amount and payment of their salaries.

He has erected a multitude of New Offices, and sent hither swarms of Officers to harrass our people, and eat out their substance.
He has kept among us, in times of peace, Standing Armies without the Consent of our legislatures.

He has affected to render the Military independent of and superior to the Civil power.

He has combined with others to subject us to a jurisdiction foreign to our constitution, and unacknowledged by our laws; giving
his Assent to their Acts of pretended Legislation:

For Quartering large bodies of armed troops among us:

For protecting them, by a mock Trial, from punishment for any Murders which they should commit on the Inhabitants of these States:
For cutting off our Trade with all parts of the world:

For imposing Taxes on us without our Consent:

For depriving us in many cases, of the benefits of Trial by Jury:

For transporting us beyond Seas to be tried for pretended offences:

For abolishing the free System of English Laws in a neighbouring Province, establishing therein an Arbitrary government, and
enlarging its Boundaries so as to render it at once an example and fit instrument for introducing the same absolute rule into these
Colonies:

For taking away our Charters, abolishing our most valuable Laws, and altering fundamentally the Forms of our Governments:
For suspending our own Legislatures, and declaring themselves invested with power to legislate for us in all cases whatsoever.

He has abdicated Government here, by declaring us out of his Protection and waging War against us.

He has plundered our seas, ravaged our Coasts, burnt our towns, and destroyed the lives of our people.

He is at this time transporting large Armies of foreign Mercenaries to compleat the works of death, desolation and tyranny,
already begun with circumstances of Cruelty & perfidy scarcely paralleled in the most barbarous ages, and totally unworthy the

Head of a civilized nation.

He has constrained our fellow Citizens taken Captive on the high Seas to bear Arms against their Country, to become the execu-
tioners of their friends and Brethren, or to fall themselves by their Hands.

He has excited domestic insurrections amongst us, and has endeavoured to bring on the inhabitants of our frontiers, the merciless

Indian Savages, whose known rule of warfare, is an undistinguished destruction of all ages, sexes and conditions.
In every stage of these Oppressions We have Petitioned for Redress in the most humble terms: Our repeated Petitions have been
answered only by repeated injury. A Prince whose character is thus marked by every act which may define a Tyrant, is unfit to be

the ruler of a free people.
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Nor have We been wanting in attentions to our Brittish brethren. We have warned them from time to time of attempts by their
legislature to extend an unwarrantable jurisdiction over us. We have reminded them of the circumstances of our emigration and
settlement here. We have appealed to their native justice and magnanimity, and we have conjured them by the ties of our com-
mon kindred to disavow these usurpations, which, would inevitably interrupt our connections and correspondence. They too
have been deaf to the voice of justice and of consanguinity. We must, therefore, acquiesce in the necessity, which denounces our
Separation, and hold them, as we hold the rest of mankind, Enemies in War, in Peace Friends.

We, therefore, the Representatives of the united States of America, in General Congress, Assembled, appealing to the Supreme
Judge of the world for the rectitude of our intentions, do, in the Name, and by Authority of the good People of these Colonies,
solemnly publish and declare, That these United Colonies are, and of Right ought to be Free and Independent States; that they
are Absolved from all Allegiance to the British Crown, and that all political connection between them and the State of Great
Britain, is and ought to be totally dissolved; and that as Free and Independent States, they have full Power to levy War, conclude
DPeace, contract Alliances, establish Commerce, and to do all other Acts and Things which Independent States may of right do.
And for the support of this Declaration, with a firm reliance on the protection of divine Providence, we mutually pledge to each
other our Lives, our Fortunes and our sacred Honor.

The 56 signatures on the Declaration appear in the positions indicated:

Column 1 William Paca George Taylor Column 6
Georgia: Thomas Stone James Wilson New Hampshire:
Button Gwinnett Charles Carroll of George Ross Josiah Bartlett
Lyman Hall Carrollton Delaware: William Whipple
George Walton Virginia: Caesar Rodney Massachusetts:
Column 2 George Wythe George Read Samuel Adams
North Carolina: Richard Henry Lee Thomas McKean John Adams
William Hooper Thomas Jefferson Column 5 Robert Treat Paine
Joseph Hewes Benjamin Harrison New York: Elbridge Gerry
John Penn Thomas Nelson, Jr. William Floyd Rhode Island:
South Carolina: Francis Lightfoot Lee Philip Livingston Stephen Hopkins
Edward Rutledge Carter Braxton Francis Lewis William Ellery
Thomas Heyward, Jr. Column 4 Lewis Morris Connecticut:

Thomas Lynch, Jr. Pennsylvania: New Jersey: Roger Sherman
Arthur Middleton Robert Morris Richard Stockton Samuel Huntington
Column 3 Benjamin Rush John Witherspoon William Williams
Massachusetts: Benjamin Franklin Francis Hopkinson Oliver Wolcott
John Hancock John Morton John Hart New Hampshire:
Maryland: George Clymer Abraham Clark Matthew Thornton

Samuel Chase

James Smith

U.S. National Archives & Records Administration
700 Pennsylvania Avenue NW, Washington, DC 20408 &#8226; 1-86-NARA-NARA &#8226; 1-866-272-6272
hetp://www.archives.gov/national_archives_experience/declaration_transcript.html
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23 July, 1914:
The Austro-Hungarian Ultimatum to Serbia
English Translation

The German original of this ultimatum is also available.

The Austro-Hungarian Minister for Foreign Affairs, Berchtold, to the Minister at Belgrade, von Giesl:

Vienna, July 22, 1914

Your Excellency will present the following note to the Royal Government on the afternoon of Thursday, July 23: On the 31st of
March, 1909, the Royal Serbian Minister at the Court of Vienna made, in the name of his Government, the following declara-
tion to the Imperial and Royal Government:

Serbia recognizes that her rights were not affected by the state of affairs created in Bosnia, and states that she will accordingly
accommodate herself to the decisions to be reached by the Powers in connection with Article 25 of the Treaty of Berlin. Serbia, in
accepting the advice of the Great Powers, binds herself to desist from the attitude of protest and opposition which she has
assumed with regard to the annexation since October last, and she furthermore binds herself to alter the tendency of her present
policy toward Austria-Hungary, and to live on the footing of friendly and neighborly relations with the latter in the future.

Now the history of the past few years, and particularly the painful events of the 28th of June, have proved the existence of a sub-
versive movement in Serbia, whose object it is to separate certain portions of its territory from the Austro-Hungarian Monarchy.
This movement, which came into being under the very eyes of the Serbian Government, subsequently found expression outside

of the territory of the Kingdom in acts of terrorism, in a number of attempts at assassination, and in murders.

Far from fulfilling the formal obligations contained in its declaration of the 31st of March, 1909, the Royal Serbian Government

has done nothing to suppress this movement. It has tolerated the criminal activities of the various unions and associations directed
against the Monarchy, the unchecked utterances of the press, the glorification of the authors of assassinations, the participation of
officers and officials in subversive intrigues; it has tolerated an unhealthy propaganda in its public instruction; and it has tolerated,
finally, every manifestation which could betray the people of Serbia into hatred of the Monarchy and contempt for its institutions.

This toleration of which the Royal Serbian Government was guilty, was still in evidence at that moment when the events of the
twenty-eighth of June exhibited to the whole world the dreadful consequences of such tolerance.

It is clear from the statements and confessions of the criminal authors of the assassination of the twenty-eighth of June, that the
murder at Sarajevo was conceived at Belgrade, that the murderers received the weapons and the bombs with which they were
equipped from Serbian officers and officials who belonged to the Narodna Odbrana, and, finally, that the dispatch of the crimi-
nals and of their weapons to Bosnia was arranged and effected under the conduct of Serbian frontier authorities.

The results brought out by the inquiry no longer permit the Imperial and Royal Government to maintain the attitude of patient
tolerance which it has observed for years toward those agitations which center at Belgrade and are spread thence into the territo-
ries of the Monarchy. Instead, these results impose upon the Imperial and Royal Government the obligation to put an end to
those intrigues, which constitute a standing menace to the peace of the Monarchy.

In order to attain this end, the Imperial and Royal Government finds itself compelled to demand that the Serbian Government
give official assurance that it will condemn the propaganda directed against Austria-Hungary, that is to say, the whole body of the
efforts whose ultimate object it is to separate from the Monarchy territories that belong to it; and that it will obligate itself to

suppress with all the means at its command this criminal and terroristic propaganda. In order to give these assurances a character
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The Austro-Hungarian Ultimatum to Serbia - English Translation

of solemnity, the Royal Serbian Government will publish on the first page of its official organ of July 26/13, the following decla-

ration

“The Royal Serbian Government condemns the propaganda directed against Austria-Hungary, that is to say, the whole
body of the efforts whose ultimate object it is to separate from the Austro- Hungarian Monarchy territories that belong to
it, and it most sincerely regrets the dreadful consequences of these criminal transactions.

“The Royal Serbian Government regrets that Serbian officers and officials should have taken part in the above-mentioned
propaganda and thus have endangered the friendly and neighborly relations, to the cultivation of which the Royal
Government had most solemnly pledged itself by its declarations of March 31, 1909.

“The Royal Government, which disapproves and repels every idea and every attempt to interfere in the destinies of the
population of whatever portion of Austria-Hungary, regards it as its duty most expressly to call attention of the officers,
officials, and the whole population of the kingdom to the fact that for the future it will proceed with the utmost rigor
against any persons who shall become guilty of any such activities, activities to prevent and to suppress which, the
Government will bend every effort.”

This declaration shall be brought to the attention of the Royal army simultaneously by an order of the day from His Majesty the

King,

and by publication in the official organ of the army.

The Royal Serbian Government will furthermore pledge itself:

1.

to suppress every publication which shall incite to hatred and contempt of the Monarchy, and the general tendency of
which shall be directed against the territorial integrity of the latter;

to proceed at once to the dissolution of the Narodna Odbrana to confiscate all of its means of propaganda, and in the
same manner to proceed against the other unions and associations in Serbia which occupy themselves with propaganda
against Austria-Hungary; the Royal Government will take such measures as are necessary to make sure that the dissolved
associations may not continue their activities under other names or in other forms;

to eliminate without delay from public instruction in Serbia, everything, whether connected with the teaching corps or
with the methods of teaching, that serves or may serve to nourish the propaganda against Austria-Hungary;

to remove from the military and administrative service in general all officers and officials who have been guilty of carry-
ing on the propaganda against Austria-Hungary, whose names the Imperial and Royal Government reserves the right to

make known to the Royal Government when communicating the material evidence now in its possession;

to agree to the cooperation in Serbia of the organs of the Imperial and Royal Government in the suppression of the sub-
versive movement directed against the integrity of the Monarchy;

to institute a judicial inquiry against every participant in the conspiracy of the twenty-eighth of June who may be found
in Serbian territory; the organs of the Imperial and Royal Government delegated for this purpose will take part in the
proceedings held for this purpose;

to undertake with all haste the arrest of Major Voislav Tankosic and of one Milan Ciganovitch, a Serbian official, who
have been compromised by the results of the inquiry;
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10.

by efficient measures to prevent the participation of Serbian authorities in the smuggling of weapons and explosives
across the frontier; to dismiss from the service and to punish severely those members of the Frontier Service at Schabats
and Losnitza who assisted the authors of the crime of Sarajevo to cross the frontier;

to make explanations to the Imperial and Royal Government concerning the unjustifiable utterances of high Serbian
functionaries in Serbia and abroad, who, without regard for their official position, have not hesitated to express them-
selves in a manner hostile toward Austria-Hungary since the assassination of the twenty-eighth of June;

to inform the Imperial and Royal Government without delay of the execution of the measures comprised in the forego-
ing points.

The Imperial and Royal Government awaits the reply of the Royal Government by Saturday, the twenty-fifth instant, at 6 p.m.,
at the latest.

A reminder of the results of the investigation about Sarajevo, to the extent they relate to the functionaries named in points 7 and
8 [above], is appended to this note.”

Appendix:

The crime investigation undertaken at court in Sarajevo against Gavrilo Princip and his comrades on account of the assassination

committed on the 28th of June this year, along with the guilt of accomplices, has up until now led to the following conclusions:

The plan of murdering Archduke Franz Ferdinand during his stay in Sarajevo was concocted in Belgrade by Gavrilo
Princip, Nedeljko Cabrinovic, a certain Milan Ciganovic, and Trifko Grabesch with the assistance of Major Voija
Takosic.

The six bombs and four Browning pistols along with ammunition — used as tools by the criminals — were procured
and given to Princip, Cabrinovic and Grabesch in Belgrade by a certain Milan Ciganovic and Major Voija Takosic.

The bombs are hand grenades originating from the weapons depot of the Serbian army in Kragujevatz.

To guarantee the success of the assassination, Ciganovic instructed Princip, Cabrinovic and Grabesch in the use of the
grenades and gave lessons on shooting Browning pistols to Princip and Grabesch in a forest next to the shooting range

at Topschider.

To make possible Princip, Cabrinovic und Grabesch’s passage across the Bosnia-Herzegovina border and the smuggling
of their weapons, an entire secretive transportation system was organized by Ciganovic. The entry of the criminals and
their weapons into Bosnia and Herzegovina was carried out by the main border officials of Shabatz (Rade Popovic) and
Losnitza as well as by the customs agent Budivoj Grbic of Losnitza, with the complicity of several others.”

On the occasion of handing over this note, would Your Excellency please also add orally that — in the event that no uncondi-

tionally positive answer of the Royal government might be received in the meantime — after the course of the 48-hour deadline

referred to in this note, as measured from the day and hour of your announcing it, you are commissioned to leave the I. and R.

Embassy of Belgrade together with your personnel.
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25 July, 1914:

The Serbian Response

to the Austro-Hungarian Ultimatum,
English Translation

The Royal Government has received the communication of the Imperial and Royal Government of the 23rd inst. and is
convinced that its reply will dissipate any misunderstanding which threatens to destroy the friendly and neighbourly relations
between the Austrian monarchy and the kingdom of Serbia.

The Royal Government is conscious that nowhere there have been renewed protests against the great neighbourly monarchy
like those which at one time were expressed in the Skuptschina, as well as in the declaration and actions of the responsible repre-
sentatives of the state at that time, and which were terminated by the Serbian declaration of March 31st, 1909; furthermore that
since that time neither the different corporations of the kingdom, nor the officials have made an attempt to alter the political and
judicial condition created in Bosnia and the Heregovina. The Royal Government states that the I. and R. [Imperial and Royal]
Government has made no protestation in this sense excepting in the case of a textbook, in regard to which the I. and R.
Government has received an entirely satisfactory explanation. Serbia has given during the time of the Balkan crisis in numerous
cases evidence of her pacific and moderate policy, and it is only owing to Serbia and the sacrifices which she has brought in the
interest of the peace of Europe that this peace has been preserved.

The Royal Government cannot be made responsible for expressions of a private character, as for instance newspaper articles
and the peaceable work of societies, expressions which are of very common appearance in other countries, and which ordinarily
are not under the control of the state. This, all the less, as the Royal Government has shown great courtesy in the solution of a
whole series of questions which have arisen between Serbia and Austria-Hungary, whereby it has succeeded to solve the greater
number thereof, in favour of the progress of both countries.

The Royal Government was therefore painfully surprised by the assertions that citizens of Serbia had participated in the
preparations of the outrage in Sarajevo. The Government expected to be invited to cooperate in the investigation of the crime,
and it was ready, in order to prove its complete correctness, to proceed against all persons in regard to whom it would receive
information.

According to the wishes of the I. and R. Government, the Royal Government is prepared to surrender to the court, without
regard to position and rank, every Serbian citizen for whose participation in the crime of Sarajevo it should have received proof.
It binds itself particularly on the first page of the official organ of the 26th of July to publish the following enunciation:

The Royal Serbian Government condemns every propaganda which should be directed against Austria-Hungary, i.e., the
entirety of such activities as aim towards the separation of certain territories from the Austro-Hungarian monarchy, and it regrets
sincerely the lamentable consequences of these criminal machinations....

The Royal Government regrets that according to a communication of the I. and R. Government certain Serbian officers and
functionaries have participated in the propaganda just referred to, and that these have there fore endangered the amicable rela-
tions for the observation of which the Royal Government had solemnly obliged itself through the declaration of March 31st,
1909....

The Royal Government binds itself further:

1. During the next regular meeting of the Skuptschina to embody in the press laws a clause, to wit, that the incitement to
hatred of, and contempt for, the Monarchy is to be most severely punished, as well as every publication whose general
tendency is directed against the territorial integrity of Austria-Hungary.

It binds itself in view of the coming revision of the constitution to embody an amendment into Art. 22 of the constitu-
tional law which permits the confiscation of such publications as is at present impossible according to the clear defini-
tion of Art. 12 of the constitution.
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10.

The Government possesses no proofs and the note of the I. and R. Government does not submit them that the society
_Narodna_ _Odbrana_ and other similar societies have committed, up to the present, any criminal actions of this man-
ner through any one of their members. Notwithstanding this, the Royal Government will accept the demand of the 1.
and R. Government and dissolve the society _Narodna_ _Odbrana_, as well as every society which should set against
Austria-Hungary.

The Royal Serbian Government binds itself without delay to eliminate from the public instruction in Serbia anything
which might further the propaganda directed against Austria-Hungary provided the I. and R. Government furnishes
actual proofs of this propaganda.

The Royal Government is also ready to dismiss those officers and officials from the military and civil services in regard
to whom it has been proved by judicial investigation that they have been guilty of actions against the territorial integrity
of the Monarchy; it expects that the I. and R. Government communicate to it for the purpose of starting the investiga-
tion the names of these officers and officials, and the facts with which they have been charged.

The Royal Government confesses that it is not clear about the sense and the scope of that demand of the I. and R.
Government which concerns the obligation on the part of the Royal Serbian Government to permit the cooperation of
officials of the I. and R. Government on Serbian territory, but it declares that it is willing to accept every cooperation
which does not run counter to international law and criminal law, as well as to the friendly and neighbourly relations.

The Royal Government considers it its duty as a matter of course to begin an investigation against all those persons who
have participated in the outrage of June 28th and who are in its territory. As far as the cooperation in this investigation
of specially delegated officials of the I. and R. Government is concerned, this cannot be accepted, as this is a violation of
the constitution and of criminal procedure. Yet in some cases the result of the investigation might be communicated to
the Austro-Hungarian officials.

The Royal Government has ordered on the evening of the day on which the note was received the arrest of Major
Voislar Tankosic. However, as far as Milan Ciganovitch is concerned, who is a citizen of the Austro-Hungarian
Monarchy and who has been employed till June 28th with the Railroad Department, it has as yet been impossible to
locate him, wherefore a warrant has been issued against him.

The I. and R. Government is asked to make known, as soon as possible for the purpose of conducting the investigation,
the existing grounds for suspicion and the proofs of guilt, obtained in the investigation at Sarajevo.

The Serbian Government will amplify and render more severe the existing measures against the suppression of smug-
gling of arms and explosives.

It is a matter of course that it will proceed at once against, and punish severely, those officials of the frontier service on the
line Shabatz-Loznica who violated their duty and who have permitted the perpetrators of the crime to cross the frontier.

The Royal Government is ready to give explanations about the expressions which its officials in Serbia and abroad have
made in interviews after the outrage and which, according to the assertion of the I. and R. Government, were hostile to
the Monarchy. As soon as the I. and R. Government points out in detail where those expressions were made and suc-
ceeds in proving that those expressions have actually been made by the functionaries concerned, the Royal Government
itself will take care that the necessary evidences and proofs are collected.

The Royal Government will notify the I. and R. Government, so far as this has not been already done by the present note,
of the execution of the measures in question as soon as one of those measures has been ordered and put into execution.

The Royal Serbian Government believes it to be to the common interest not to rush the solution of this affair and it is there-
fore, in case the I. and R. Government should not consider itself satisfied with this answer, ready, as ever, to accept a peaceable
solution, be it by referring the decision of this question to the International Court at The Hague or by leaving it to the decision
of the Great Powers who have participated in the working out of the declaration given by the Serbian Government on March
18/31st, 1909.
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“Copy of Memo from Lord Balfour to Lord Rothschild Regarding
Jewish Settlement in Palestine”

Foreign Office, November 2nd, 1917

Dear Lord Rothschild,

I have much pleasure in conveying to you, on behalf of His Majesty’s Government, the following declaration of sympathy with
Jewish Zionist aspirations which has been submitted to, and approved by, the Cabinet:

“His Majesty’s Government view with favour the establishment in Palestine of a national home for the Jewish people, and will
use their best endeavours to facilitate the achievement of this object, it being clearly understood that nothing shall be done which
may prejudice the civil and religious rights of existing non-Jewish communities in Palestine, or the rights and political status
enjoyed by Jews in any other country.”

I should be grateful if you would bring this declaration to the knowledge of the Zionist Federation.

Yours,
Arthur James Balfour!
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